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J/35 Great Lakes Championship 2026 is in the Books!
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The J/35 Great Lakes Championship took place in Detroit as a headline event during the Helly
Hansen Sailing World Regatta Series hosted by the Bayview Yacht Club May 29 through May 31,
2026. Spirits were high and the weather was spectacular. The three-day event held on Lake St.
Clair drew a competitive fleet of J/35s that continues to gain ground in active racing throughout
the Great Lakes region.

J/35 crews raced stick-against-stick, each with its strategy edging out competitors throughout the
weekend. In the end the J/35 class champion for 2026 was Bill Wildner and the crew on Mr Bill's
Wild Ride! Following are the top 3 crews based on cumulative scores across 3 days of racing.

1. USA 42968 Mr Bill's Wild Ride / Bill Wildner
2. USA 43828 Falcon / Mike Welch
3. USA45 FireFly / Sheri Dufresne

Congratulations Bill, Mike, and Sheri! Congratulations and thank you to all who made preparations
and invested the effort to show up and compete in this prestigious event. It takes a lot of planning,
logistics, time, money, and commitment to show up to an event of this magnitude especially early
in the racing season. It also takes integrity and commitment (there's that C-word again) to make
heads turn in recognition of our fleet as the iconic boats that continue to experience restoration
and active competitive racing. The Helly Hansen Great Lakes Championship, NSSC's Throwdown
in Motown, and the Top Gun Twilight Spring Series will help us hone skills in preparation for
events like the Mackinac races in July and the 2026 J/35 North American Championship in
Milwaukee in September. We're off to a great start to the 2026 racing season!

*Race photo credits go to HHSWRS



What Sets Us Apart? Community!

I've said it before and I'll say it again...I have a true passion for the J/35 sailboat Rod Johnstone
designed and Bob Johnstone marketed. What keeps me enthusiastic and passionate as a J/35
owner, promoter, and sponsor is our J/35 community (another C-word). At the J35 Great Lakes
championship | was thrilled to talk to individuals who stopped by the J35 booth asking about our
fleet or saying hello as a fellow “J35er". | saw dozens of sailors donning yellow J35 belts — some
even made a point to show me they were wearing their belts. It was like seeing friends and family
all around you that you truly appreciate and want to spend time with.

When | have passion for something, | believe in the power of commitment and support. If you
know me at all, you know | invest myself and my resources into the things I'm passionate about.
If you are willing and wanting to join this community and sailing on a J35, | have opportunities for
you to get involved. If you're even a little interested, call me and I'll talk you into it! Or see me at
the May NSSC general meeting on June 4™. There's no better time to jump in!

Save the Date!

See all North Star events at www.northstarsail.org

2026 Racing May - October

Top Gun Twilight Racing Series
Spring Series — Tuesdays May 19 through June 30
Summer Series — Tuesdays Aug 4 through Sep 15
Fall Series — Sundays Sept 27 through Oct 17
Friday Fun Sail - Spring — Starts May 22
Throwdown in Motown Regatta — Aug 29-30
2026 J/35 North American Championship in Milwaukee — Sep 17-20
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15" Annual Pig Roast Saturday Aug 8" in Oscoda!

Camp onsite or grab a hotel. Enjoy mountain biking, volleyball, dancing, euchre, and more.
Activities are planned Aug 7-9. The main event is on Aug 8" with dinner and a band. Bring friends,
family, dogs and a dish to pass. See details in the accompanying flyer. | hope to see you there!

As always, thanks for reading!
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