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J/35 Fleet 11, 2026 Winter Planning Meeting

Our February 8th class meeting was a resounding success! The meeting focused on class rules and

2026 Season Championship Events, including the North American Championship at South Shore
Yacht Club in Milwaukee. The group also discussed the importance of volunteer support and use
of technology such as Vakaros RaceSense, a mesh network technology for race management, and
its potential integration with existing flag-based systems to enhance racing programs. The group
also clarified duties of race committee members and the impact of not fulfilling these duties.
Details about the Great Lakes Championship 2026 and its potential relocation to the Cleveland
area were also discussed.

The meeting then turned to boat weight compliance, certification for the J/35 class, and the need
for accurate measurements. The group agreed to complete weight compliance checks before the
Helly Hansen race. They also touched on ORC applications, practice races, and the possibility of
implementing a windward-leeward regatta before the Mackinac race. The conversation ended
with a reminder for J/35 owners to reach out to potential new crew members without delay. Our
first 2026 Sailing Class kicked off immediately after the J/35 Fleet 11 Winter Planning meeting.
Many of the winter planning meeting attendees stayed to meet our 2026 students and took time
to speak to the students about sailing topics, sharing their experience and insights with our 2026
J/35 Sailing Class. Several of them even helped students learn to tie a few knots. What a great
example of the community support shared by our J/35 fleet family!

The packed room with a shared vision confirms that 2026 is the year of the J/35! We are moving
forward with our commitment to One Design integrity, ensuring our 40-year-old legendary vessels
remain the most competitive and respected fleet on the Great Lakes. Come and see what | mean
at the J/35 Open House March 22nd where Fleet President Larry Taunt's newly restored J/35 will
be the crown jewel. His boat is the gold standard for our class - a perfect marriage of classic lines
and the latest performance technology. You'll see other excellent examples in the boat storage
facility. Bring family and friends, and share our community strength and hospitality! We'll have
several varieties of homemade chili, cornbread, hotdogs, Guinness and more! See time and
location details in “Save the Date” below.



2026 J/35 Sailing Class

The 2026 sailing class taught by lan Pouliot is a huge success with 17 students learning the ins &
outs of sailing and racing. In the 8 years of hosting the class at the Fitzpatrick Irish Pub, this year’s
class is the best yet. lan continues to improve the format, teaching aids, and reference materials
each year. Guests sometimes pop in to impart knowledge and lessons learned from their
experience. And get this - the students like having homework!
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In the past 8 years we've put well over 100 new sailors on the water through the class. Each year
J/35 owners invite students onto their boats, providing coaching and hands-on experience to
continue the students’ education. Please continue to invite our new sailors onto your boats. You'll
help them meet their class requirement of sailing 5 times between June and September, and
they’ll help you as they develop sailing skills. Come to the J/35 open house March 22nd to meet
the students. They'll be there as the final portion of their off-the-water training. The event is kid-
friendly, dog-friendly, and open to anyone interested in sailing. See details in “"Save the Date”
below. We look forward to seeing you there!

Save the Date!

See all North Star events at www.northstarsail.org.

2026 J/35 Sailing Class — Last day in the classroom is Mar 8. Come meet the class!
2026 J/35 Open House — Mar 22 at 23001 15 Mile, Clinton Twp, Ml 48035 (see flyer)
NSSC Regatta Top Gun Twilight Spring Series Tune Up — May 12

Bayview/Helly Hansen, Great Lakes Championship — May 31

Annual Pig Roast — Aug 8, 2026

2026 J/35 North American Championship in Milwaukee — Sep 17-20

As always, thank you for reading!

Dean Fitzpatrick - Honor Roll
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