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Did You Know? 
Ahoy, J/35 family! Did you know the J/35 class remains strong today, over 40 years after the boat 
was first introduced?  And many of those boats are heavily involved in One-Design racing! Regular 
active racing occurs in the Great Lakes, Gulf Coast, East coast, and West coast.  Furthermore, did 
you know our North Star Sail Club (NSSC) in the Great Lakes is recognized as home to one of 
the largest, if not the largest, active J/35 fleets in the world? That’s something far beyond bragging 
rights. That’s a strong community and a strong fleet we have built together! It doesn’t just happen. 

As we look forward to the 2026 season there’s a distinct energy in the air, and it’s not the winter 
winds blowing. From the leadership on the water to the fresh faces joining our ranks, the stars are 
aligning for NSSC to host some of the most competitive and professional racing we’ve seen in 
years. Whether you’re a seasoned tactician or a newcomer finding your sea legs, this year is 
shaping up to be one for the record books! Are you ready? 

On Your Marks! 
We are thrilled to highlight that the NSSC Race Committee for 2026 is being hailed as the 
strongest and most experienced lineup we’ve had in many years. For a racer, nothing beats the 
confidence of knowing the lines will be true, the marks will be set, the signals will be crisp, and 
the competition will be fair. Our race committee’s commitment to fairness and excellence means 
we can focus on what we love most: pushing our vessels and our crews to their absolute limits.  

Additionally, the J/35s are adding a new tool to their racing arsenal, the Vakaros RaceSense. With 
greater than 99.5% accuracy, slow hails and inaccurate OCS calls are a thing of the past. DTL values 
update automatically – no more guessing and waiting while you figure if you’re gaining or waning 
on the leader. And Live Tracking is, well, actually live! RaceSense has been used by more than 70 
classes on more than 750,000 start line calls and at more than 500 events worldwide. It’s “new 
technology solving old problems”, and we’re all familiar with those old problems. Read more at 
https://www.vakaros.com/pages/racesense, and get onboard! 



New Blood – An Invigorating Fleet Force! 
The future of our fleet depends on an influx of new talent. At Fitzpatrick’s Irish Pub, sailing 
education has been a catalyst for growth 8 years running. Our 2026 class shatters previous records 
and is nothing short of astounding with a roster of 27 new students currently enrolled. Ian Pouliot 
leads the class, and J/35 owners will assist hands-on through mentoring and sharing their sailing 
experience to enhance students’ learning. Bringing 27 new sailors into the fold isn't only a 
testament to instructor Ian Pouliot; it’s a win for our NSSC J/35 community and the J/35 
community at large. That’s 27 more sailors ready to trim, grind, and eventually take the helm. 

With 36 W/L races in 2025, this influx of "new blood" is a necessity. It ensures our sport stays 
vibrant, our crews are full, and our competitive spirit continues unparalleled among yacht clubs. 

Why the J/35 for 2026? 
Reaching 300+ subscribers and partnering across multiple yacht clubs, our newsletter testifies to 
the strength of our J/35 network. J/35 remains the premier choice for a vessel class that is 

 Fast and Forgiving: Perfect for the 27 students learning the ropes. 

 Highly Competitive: Tested by the pro-level race management at NSSC. 

 A True Community: Where the race ends, the camaraderie continues. 

Also, if you haven’t yet renewed, go to J/35.org and pay your dues! Get your crew to renew, also. 
Our class association is an important piece of our class network and infrastructure. Renew today! 

Upcoming Dates to Watch! 
See all North Star events at www.northstarsail.org. 

2026 J/35 Sailing Class – Feb 8 – Mar 8 
2026 J/35 Open House – Mar 22 at 23001 15 Mile, Clinton Twp, MI 48035 
NSSC Regatta Top Gun Twilight Spring Series Tune Up – May 12 
Bayview/Helly Hansen, Great Lakes Championship – May 31 
Annual Pig Roast – Aug 8, 2026 
2026 J/35 North American Championship in Milwaukee – Sep 17-20 
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