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2025 - That’s a Wrap! 
Winter is nearly upon us, according to the astronomical and meteorological calendars. Based on 
the snow in my backyard, I’d say it’s fully arrived. While our J35s are snugged up in winter storage, 
let’s look back for a moment on J/35 One Design racing in 2025. Helly Hansen at Bayview … Port 
Huron to Mac … Spring and Summer Twilight series at NSSC … Fall Series at NSSC.  What do these 
events have in common? They all have “the main thing” in common, that is, One Design racing. 
None of this just happens. It happens because you are diligent, disciplined, and committed. 
Keeping the main thing the main thing truly sets us apart as the finest fleet in the Great Lakes. 

   

As we look ahead to 2026, we already talked about pulling crew and supporters together to review 
2025 activities, including successes and needed improvements. We talked about meeting regularly 
throughout winter to keep your crew engaged and committed to 2026 plans. And we discussed 
training, both physically and mentally, including references to essential sailing exercises.  

What about your boat? If your boat needs repairs, plan now to complete necessary repairs before 
May 2026.  Also, start scheduling your boat’s re-entry into the water in spring 2026, and prepare 
to register timely for spring series racing. Don’t wait until the last minute or you’ll miss out. 

Renew Your J/35 Class Association Dues Today! 
Our 2026 J/35 Class Association dues are due this month! If you’ve already renewed for 
2026, thank you!  If you haven’t, don’t delay any longer!  If you know me at all, you know I’m 
unabashedly unashamed about calling members and “encouraging” them to pay annual class 
dues. Our class treasurer, Robert Gordenker, has made it easier than ever to renew fully online at 
www.j35.org. I’ll include instructions for online dues renewal with this month’s newsletter. 



J/35 Fleet 11 2026 Winter Planning Meeting  
If you’re a J/35 owner, attend the J/35 Fleet 11 2026 Winter Planning Meeting. Do not miss it! 
When: Feb 8, 2026 at 10:45AM Eastern 
Where: Fitzpatrick Pub, 1125 Naughton Rd, Troy MI 48083 
Agenda (to be finalized: Agenda (tentative):  

1. Review and vote on races to be included in our 2026 Fleet Championship 
2. Rules to be adopted for our 2026 Fleet 11 Season Championship 

See email sent from Bill Wildner Nov 30, 2025, for additional important details. 

Save the Date! 
Below are event highlights. See all North Star events at www.northstarsail.org. 

2026 J35 North American Championship in Milwaukee – TBD 
2026 J35 Fleet 8 Lake Ontario Championship in Ontario– TBD 
2026 J35 Sailing Class – Feb 8 – Mar 8, 2026 
2026 J35 Open House – Mar 22, 2026 
2026 Race 2 Place – May 2026 
Annual Pig Roast – Aug 8, 2026 

A Final Word 
Thank you each one for making NSSC a sailing club that keeps the main thing the main thing. 
NSSC is a club where we are all proud to be members. And thank you for your commitment of 
time and resources racing, coaching, mentoring, and building a J/35 community. 

While you enjoy the upcoming holiday season, keep spreading the good word about our J35s! As 
always, call me if you have questions or need help finding J/35 resources.   

Thanks for reading! 
 
Dean Fitzpatrick / Honor Roll 
T: 248.528.8440  
E: deanfitzpatrick35@gmail.com  
1122 Naughton Rd, Troy, MI 
 



Paying Your J/35 Class Association 
Membership  

J/35 Class Association membership payments are 100% online and 
paperless!  It’s now easier than ever to join or renew! 

Following are tips to navigate the membership payment portal.  

For new memberships 
 In your web browser, go to www.j35.org 
 Hover over the down arrow next to Membership Tools and select 

Join the Class, Memberships 
 Click the Sign Up button for the appropriate membership level –

Owner, Co-Owner, Associate or Crew  
 Under Account Information, fill in all required fields. 
 Read the Terms and Conditions and click I Accept  
 Click the Process Subscription button 
 Follow the PayPal prompts and click Return to Merchant  

For existing membership renewals* 
 In your web browser, go to www.j35.org 
 Hover over the down arrow next to Membership Tools, select 

Members Login, and enter your login credentials 
 Hover over the down arrow next to Membership Tools and select 

Renew - Membership  
 Click the Process Renew button and confirm your account 

information is correct before proceeding. 
 Read the Terms and Conditions and click I Accept  
 Click the Process Subscription button 
 Follow the PayPal prompts and click Return to Merchant  

* Note, there is a Renew option to restart expired memberships. 


