
2026 J/35 NORTH AMERICAN CHAMPIONSHIP 

CHAMPIONSHIP RACING IN MILWAUKEE WI 

South Shore Yacht Club (SSYC) | Milwaukee, Wisconsin | September 17–20, 2026 

A Personal Invitation  
To J/35 Owners and Crews, 

The J/35 Class Association and South Shore Yacht Club (SSYC) cordially invite you to the 2026 North 

American Championship on the pristine waters of Lake Michigan. We are committed to hosting a world-

class regatta that honors the J/35’s legacy for competitive one-design racing and post-race camaraderie. 

We know that attending a Championship requires significant travel, which is why we have engineered a 

logistics package to make trailering your boat here as simple, secure, and affordable as possible. Our goal 

is to handle the headaches so you can focus on tuning your boat and enjoying the competition. We are 

also organizing adventures for families that accompany the teams. So everyone has a great day.  

Join us in Milwaukee, the "Harbor of Hospitality," for what promises to be the premier J/35 event of the 

year! 

Venue 

 

SOUTH SHORE YACHT CLUB (SSYC): A historic club with 600 members, known for its warm, down-to-

earth atmosphere. 

• Facility: Full-service marina with 276 slips and ample face dockage. Deep water access is 

available throughout the basin. 

• Vibe: Enjoy the famous South Shore Yacht Club bar and restaurant overlooking Lake Michigan, 

offering spectacular sunset views of the downtown Milwaukee skyline. 
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Location: Milwaukee.  
Milwaukee's national reputation is soaring, transcending its traditional "Brew City" moniker to be 

recognized as a dynamic, top-tier destination for both visitors and residents. This burgeoning prestige is 

underpinned by multiple consecutive rankings as a Top 3 Best Big City in the U.S. by Condé Nast Traveler 

readers, often beating out major coastal hubs. The city is being celebrated for its thriving culinary scene, 

with James Beard-recognized chefs and a focus on locavore cuisine that is helping it shed the old beer-

and-brats image, though its rich brewing history 

remains a major draw.  

Milwaukee's beautiful Lake Michigan waterfront, 

its historic, revitalized districts like the Historic 

Third Ward, and its capacity to host major events, 

such as the massive Summerfest music festival 

highlights its growing cultural and economic 

significance, firmly establishing it as one of the 

Midwest's most appealing urban centers. 

SSYC is in the Bay View neighborhood of Milwaukee, a trendy, walkable lakeside residential community 

that feels like a destination in itself.  

ACCOMMODATIONS 

• Airbnb / Local Stays: Plenty of Airbnb and local rentals are available just a short walk up the hill 

from the club, perfect for crew houses. 

• Hotel Blocks: Blocks of rooms will be available at top-rated hotels. TBD Most within 5 min of the 

club.  

• Entertainment Close By: Bay View is packed with local breweries, acclaimed restaurants, coffee 

shops.  And Easy access to downtown.  
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Getting Here 
FREE DOCKAGE & AFFORDABLE LAUNCHING ON SITE 

FEATURE BENEFIT DETAILS  

COMPLIMENTARY 
SLIP/DOCKAGE 

9 Days of FREE Docking! 
Eliminate a major travel 
expense. 

Included from Sunday, Sept 13th, through 
Monday, Sept 21st. Dockage before/after 
this period is available at a low cost   

LOW-COST HAUL-
IN/HAUL-OUT 

One-Time, All-Inclusive 
Service. Get in and out 
without stress. 

**$350 Flat Fee** covers your lift-in, lift-
out, and professional spar step/un-step 
using SSYC's large on-site derrick/crane. 

EASY ROAD ACCESS Simple Arrival/Departure. 
Drive right to the club. 

No Bridge Issues for trailering in. The club 
is in a safe, residential neighborhood with 
easy access from major freeways.  

TRAILER PARKING Secure Storage. Your trailer is 
safe throughout the event. 

Free, designated parking is available in a 
secure club lot.  

ALTERNATE MARINAS RIVERSIDE MARINA  
Racine WI 

Full service Marina if you wish to delay 
launch into water.   
 

 

WE ARE FLEXIBLE AND WILL WORK 
WITH ANY OWNER ON 
ACCOMODATIONS.  
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The Racing, The Vibe, & The Schedule  
THE RACING: CONSISTENT BREEZE IN MILWAUKEE BAY 

The racing will take place in the 

Southern Milwaukee Bay area, a course 

known for its ideal conditions in mid-

September: 

• Conditions: The course area 

consistently produces a reliable 

thermal breeze generated by 

the heat of the city, ensuring 

strong, fair racing. 

• Management: The regatta will 

be managed by an experienced 

Certified Principal Race Officer 

(PRO) and Certified Judges. 

• The Course: We plan for a 

maximum of 11 races over three 

days. Courses will be classic 

Windward/Leeward. 

  

Preliminary Schedule  
DATE EVENT DETAILS & EXPERIENCES 

Prior Week or earlier Arrival  Launch Mast up and on Water Arrival  

Thu, Sept 17 Registration and  Tune-Up 10:00–17:00: Measurement, Final Check-In, 
Haul-In;  
18:00: Happy Hour Keg under the tent, Official 
Welcome 

Fri, Sept 18 Race Day 1 Morning: Competitors Meeting; Noon: Racing 
Begins (4 races);  
After: Keg & finger food (included), Evening 
Entertainment 

Sat, Sept 19 Race Day 2 Noon: Racing Begins (4 races);  
 
After: Keg & Championship Dinner (included); 
Pontoon Boat River Run or shuttles to 
downtown nightlife 

Sun, Sept 20 Final Day & Awards 10:00: Racing Begins (Max 3 races);  
 
After: Keg, Awards, Scattering Ceremony 

Monday Sept 21 Haul out  Haul-out operations begin 
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Historical September Weather  
CONDITION TYPICAL AVERAGE/RANGE KEY SAILING CONSIDERATION 

Air Temperature (Daytime 
High) 

68 to 75 Degrees  (Thermals are still possible).  

Water Temperature 64 to 67 degrees Still warm enough to be pleasant   
Average Wind Speed 10 to 12 knots Excellent for sailing, with good potential for 

consistent  

Prevailing Wind Direction South/South-Southwest 
(SSW) 

Favorable winds for sailing parallel to the 
shoreline.  

Wave Height (Average) 1 to 3 feet Typical, comfortable chop.  
 

 

Registration and Entry  
ENTRY TYPE DEADLINE FEE INCLUDES  

Early Entry August 15, 2026 (1700 CST) $650 Racing, all social events for up to 9 crew 

Late Entry After August 15, 2026 $750 Racing, all social events for up to 9 crew 

 

Online entry will be open after January 1, 2026 

 

Contact information  

Questions concerns or thoughts - Call me  

Organizing Committee Contact:  Bob Sabinash  saboj35@gmail.com 414-313-3456 

Official Website: https://southshoresailing.org/regatta/bK57oaDigL 

SSYC Contact: Call South Shore Yacht Club directly to reserve your complimentary slip and Derrick 

appointment: 414-481-2331  Please Identify yourself to staff as attending the J-35 North Americans 

regatta.  

 

Notable Dates: 

January 1, 2026   NOR released and Registration Open 

February 1,2026 Regatta Website updated and released 

 

mailto:saboj35@gmail.com
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